
Nov 2022

Abundant Harvests! Watercress, big 
beets, pickling cucumbers, sweet 
potatoes, long straight Hickok green 
beans, and Yogiraj has been regularly 
bringing down tomatoes and greens 
from the Agni greenhouse!



Harvests (2): Roots Galore! Tiquisque, 
Malanga, Orange Sweet potato, Turmeric, 
Arracache! And ayotes still producing deep 
in the rainy season! Microgreens, enough 
limes to share with the workers, delicious 
fermented cacao, and a giant palmito with 
its flowers! 
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Growth: We started harvesting 
palmito from a new area, 
Nisargananda Trail. This grove 
has many large trees, around 5-6 
years old. We opened up several 
spaces for the decomposition of 
the trunks and leaves, as many 
of these palms are the spined 
variety. We moved scallions 
under roof and are using under-
utilized spaces.  The yucca are 
growing very well in bed #31. 
The Bonanza zucchini off to a 
good start. And our first attempt 
at the Florida weave tomato 
support method. 



Nov 2022

Growth (2): 
The first fruits 
on the 
Bonanza 
zucchini, 
some are 
conjoined. 
And the last 
of the Orange 
King 
tomatoes.

The big black beans from Finca Paraiso are 
growing excellent indoors. They have created 
a wall of green! And the chayoteras have 
been taking off! 85 units (approx. 35kg this 
month!) and many more fruits and flowers

on their way!



The Team: Kalyan harvested a big ripe biriba! Wilson, 
Sergio, Lucas, and Bryan join Lucas’s mother, Monica, who 
visited this month! Yogiraj with the results of a carbon-
making experiment. Nirmala cares for the bean patch. YR 
and Lucas turning the Bokashi piles. And Monica joins 
Swati for the microgreen harvest and seeding. 
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The Team (2):

Bryan, 
Osvaldo, 
Sergio, and 
Wilson 
prepare beds 
in Svarga. Don 
Jagdish 
splitting and 
mounding 
seedlings. 
Carlos and 
Maicol
construct a 
new trail. 
Yogiraj and 
Bryan 
planning tasks 
for the day. 
The carbon 
experiment. 
Tara and 
Kalyan discuss 
papayas. And 
Jenny 
prepares a 
young rooster 
for transport. 
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Routines/Projects: 
The same team in 
bed  prep action! 
Weeding the chive 
patch and 
preparing palmito. 
Constructing new 
soil mixing screens. 
Changing the 
plastic roof on the 
palmerium. And 
clearing out 
ornamental banana 
trees to allow more 
sun to reach Al-
Kauthar. 



Nov 2022Seed Saving and 
Rainy Season:
We found a nice 
pickling cucumber 
variety and 
attempted to save 
seeds, but there 
were only 14 
viable seeds out of 
5 fruits! 
November was 
one of the rainiest 
months. Thank 
goodness for well 
designed drainage 
systems! The soil 
was super 
saturated and 
some of the 
outdoor yacon
rotted in the 
ground. 



Nov 2022

Routines/Projects (2): 
A large roof was 
erected in the Cuatro 
Diosas area to cover 
ayote mounds. Also, 
beds have been built in 
that area for yucca 
which will be 
surrounded by an 
electric fence.  
And two before and 
after shots of some of 
the infinite grass 
cutting/weeding 
maintenance. 

Before Before

After
After
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Tools and Resources: We got materials to make a few new soil sifting screens. 
And did a germination test on a new compost/fertilizer from Avocado Geiner. 
We’ve been applying Trichoderma into our weekly potting mixes. We did an 
experiment with applying dolomite lime/calcium/magnesium onto a bed that

had problems with a fungal disease on several rounds of 
green beans. We made a slug trap for the bok choi bed 
where we noticed
excessive damage. The 
bait is a simple mixture 
of yeast, flour, and 
sugar dissolved in 
water.  And we made 
two new palmito lassos 
to help us bring down 
the trees more 
accurately. And a new 
sharpener that works 
great on pencils and 
the wax marker! 



Nov 2022
Construction/Projects: The new Asparsha Bodega is 
complete and ready to start dreaming the organizational 
methods. The overhang of the new bodega also serves as a 
much more spacious and easier to access motorcycle 
parking. And the space under the corner of the lodge has 
been fit with concrete slabs for a cleaner long term food 
security storage area. 



Nov 2022

Challenges (Fungal/Climate): We began seeing the “wild” 
arugula damping off as seedlings and having some of the 
strange “crispy” damage as mature plants. Some minimal 
Alternaria on broccoli leaves and an increase in stem rot in 
brassicas. The zucchini plants look unruly but have been 
quite productive (10kg in Nov). Strange fungal growth on 
tomato stems and fruits. Some lettuce tip damage. The 
last of the cucumber fruits were underdeveloped. Several 
stages of fungal damage to the green bean leaves. 1) a 
paper-like thinning of the first true leaves. 2) dry spotting 
on mature leaves. 3) the “crispy” leaf sign of oncoming 
rusting. And the basil plants have started to decline. It’s 
time to take a break from basil until sunnier weather, but it 
has produced well for most of the year! 
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Nov 2022

Challenges (Insects/Animals): We’ve started to see an increase in the small 
butterflies that lay their eggs on brassica leaves. Leaf cutter ants on the 
sweet potato patch. The slug damage on the bok choi. Birds are starting to 
munch the sweet chilies, now that some of their other fruit options (water 
apple & guavas) have gone out of season. Caterpillar damage on the 
zucchinis. The nasturtium leaf can be an indicator that caterpillars are 
around. The black ants made a mound completely covering this scallion 
transplant. Cochinilla on the roots of the cucumbers. Strange insect cluster 
on the guanabana fruit. And the nematode damage/nodules on the tomato 
root system. 



Creature Feature!
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Infinite Beauty!
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