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Ángel finished up his contract this month, it was great to have 
him on the team! Bryan harvesting huge 3kg+ cabbages, and 
Tara joyfully storing them in the kitchen! Yogiraj, Durga, Carlos, 
Mark, Jasmine, and Dee processing lots of seeds! Nimrod 
harvesting for a turmeric relish, and Nirgun caring for 
tomatoes! 

The Team!



The Team (2) Kalyan displaying an amazing fruit harvest! 
Bryan, Nirgun, and Hanuman demonstrating the excitement 
of the harvest! Sergio munches on a cabbage stalk! Rosa de 
Jamaica processing ready to go! And Nimrod/Ángel on the 
weekly planting! Apr 2022
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Seed Saving! There 
are many steps in 
this important 
process and 
challenges all along 
the way!
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Seed Saving (2): Even after the 
plants have produced seeds and 
they have been collected, there are 
still potential dangers like 
mold/fungus and insects, like these 
ants that came to eat the seeds

while they 
were drying! 
They ate all of
the tomatillos 
and left many 
of the 
sunflower 
seeds as  
empty husks!



The beans in Svarga 
survived the rough 
start and really took 
off! All the different 
tomato plantings! 
Promising corn, a 
beautiful new sweet 
pepper variety, 
chayote vine getting a 
strong start, and the 
tomato trellis working 
very well! 

Successes!         
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Successes (2): A light baking 
soda and water spray was 
effective in reducing (but not 
eliminating) the powdery 
mildew on the pea leaves. 
The rains have challenged 
short cycle plants, but roots, 
corn, sunflowers, etc. have 
been thriving in well-
maintained Svarga! 
The broccoli plant featured 
last month has recovered 
quite miraculously from the 
early damage it suffered. We 
covered the “scar tissue” and 
it has really bounced back!
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Major Projects! Land moving trucks were brought in to do 
several major road projects, including the entrance to 
Karmashala (1) and the northern access to Sugata (2)! Also, the 
Ashram work crew build a large dry storage facility (3) for 
firewood, etc., and with the Ashram tractor, built access to a 
future soil making galeron (4)! 
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Projects/Routines: Sergio & Bryan prepare 
microorganism solids. Sergio points to a 
twisted palm trunk. Soil mixes galore! Sergio’s 
magic with the shovel, leaving this drainage 
ready for rain! Osvaldo designed and 
implemented a makeshift roof for the patch of 
Longkeepers tomatoes that were getting 
damaged by the rains. And the ‘three 
musketeers’ cleaning/preparing outdoor 
planting spaces! 
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We had the privilege of 
another 500 sack gallinaza
(chicken manure) delivery! 
This time we stored it in the 
old house at BP. The road 
was quite soft, and the semi 
got stuck exiting the 
property, requiring 
assistance from the Kubota!

That’s over 25,000kg of
chicken manure!
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Creature 
Feature!
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Caterpillars, and the damage 
they can cause, keep us on 
the lookout for hand picking 
or using BT, a bacterial spray 
defense. 



Challenges: Arugula has been having major problems with the root rot/nodules. 
We will be focusing on the “wild” varieties that have so far been more resistant. 
We are noticing an increase in seedlings, that have been recently planted into 
the bed spaces, getting eaten/cut during the night. And despite more regular 
evening/night investigation, few culprits have been found on scene. 

The number of seedlings 
getting cut in the night has 
decreased since we have 
placed several cockroach traps 
on the pot tables, but we are 
still experiencing some losses.  

Apr 2022



Apr 2022

Challenges (2): The whitefly 
population continued to 
increase until we removed as 
much of the affected leaf matter 
and used ISK (green label) spray 
every three days to break the 
reproductive cycle.  Minimal 
blossom end rot was found on 
the Ed’s Reds patch. 

We ended up pulling out the 
buckwheat seed saving patch due to 
excessive insect and mold/fungal 
damage. 



Root Review: Parsley that kept the shape 
of the pot. Arugula rotting off. Nematodes? 
Cabbage damping off. Even cilantro with 
nodules. Arugula deformation. Herbs fully 
utilizing their pot space . And outdoor 
parsley rotting at the root. 

Apr 2022



Apr 2022

After a heavy 
storm, we had 
to use bamboo 
supports, 
mounding 
techniques, 
and harvesting 
to compensate 
for crops 
damaged by 
the heavy rain 
and unusually 
strong winds!

We have been 
experiencing 
above average 
rainfall. 
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Infinite Beauty!


